CHAPTER X

INTERNATIONAL SABOTAGE

GUSTAVE PERCHETS made life more pleasant for himself
and his companion by buying a car. Pospichil was his
chauffeur. He was not such an addict of night life in
the city that he could not break away and get the fresh
air of the mountains. He visited the Brenner Pass.
He met envoys from Italy at the frontier. He received
consignments of ecrasite and tolite and brought back
stores of explosives to the apartment in Vienna. Some
two kilogrammes of that ecrasite went off very soon in
a barracks of gendarmes in Zagreb.

But houses in Vienna, even those which enjoyed
protection, were not immune from police search. So
Perchets took a small farm at Klingenbach, in the
Burgenland. It was a remote and quiet place near the
Hungarian frontier, The explosives were transferred
to the farm, which became a bomb factory. Perchets
began to have a hobby, the making of bombs and in-
fernal machines. He had a taste for the ingenuity of
clock bombs. In Vienna he bought small striking clocks
and altered their mechanism so that they only struck the
half hours, then so that they only struck at a given time
and then that instead of striking they ignited a fuse. He
brought the adjusted clocks and the required metal
containers to Klingenbach and completed the machines.
He had a trusty assistant, Franjo Shimunovitch, and
when he went away he left him in charge, to continue the
work and make sure that no stranger got access to the
farmhouse.

Meanwhile Pavelitch had agents in Croatia, recruiting
for his army, and those who had already sworn to obey
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